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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 14203 070843Z 
ACTION OES-09 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 ICA-20 SP-02 SS-15 
STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 /125 W 

118948 071220Z/41 

R 070839Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0182 
INFO DOE WASHDC 
DOE GERMANTOWN MD 

UNCLAS TOKYO 14203 

FOR OES/NET/IM 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, TECH, JA 

SUBJECT: SUBMARINE OIL PRODUCTION SYSTEM 

1 . MITI/AIST HAS DRAWN UP BASIC PLAN FOR RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT ON A SUBMARINE OIL PRODUCTION SYSTEM. IT HAS 
PROPOSED SPENDING ABOUT 15 BILLION YEN IN SEVEN YEARS, 

BEGINNING IN JFY 1978, TO DEVELOP A SYSTEM OPERATING AT 
DEPTH OF 300 METERS OR BEYOND BY 1984. ON JULY 10, MITI 
BEGAN MAKING SOLICITATIONS TO RESEARCH CONTRACTORS IN 
PRIVATE INDUSTRY AND WILL SELECT A CONTRACTOR BY END OF 
AUGUST. 

2. THE PLAN CALLS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF AN INTEGRATED SUB- 
MARINE OIL AND NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION SYSTEM COVERING ALL 
SEPARATE SUB-SYSTEMS SUCH AS PIT, PIPELINE, MANIFOLD AND 
RISER/STORAGE. OBJECTIVE IS TO DEVELOP A SYSTEM WHICH 

(A) IS SAFE AND RELIABLE IN DEEP WATER; (B) IS CAPABLE OF 
ECONOMICAL PRODUCTION OF OIL AND NATURAL GAS; (C) DOES 
NOT REQUIRE DIVER OPERATIONS IN EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION, 
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MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR; AND (D) DOES NOT ADVERSELY AFFECT 
FISHERIES AND THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT. 

4. TO ATTAIN THE OBJECTIVE, A NEW PRODUCTION SYSTEM, 

REPLACING THE CONVENTIONAL FIXED PLATFORM SYSTEM, WILL BE 
INSTALLED ON THE OCEAN BED. THE SYSTEM IS EXPECTED TO 
CONTRIBUTE TO REDUCTION OF THE COST OF OFFSHORE OIL 
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PRODUCTION. A MITI/AIST ESTIMATE PUTS MARGINAL COST OF 
PRODUCING 10 MILLION KILOLITERS OF OIL AT DEPTH OF 300 
METERS OR BEYOND AT 30 BILLION YEN. MANSFIELD 
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